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Responsibility lay heavy on my shoulders. In spite of
Huerta's death I tried to get the Mexican affair going
again, and I was still absorbed in my plans when, on
the morning of July 6th, 1915, an attendant came to me
in the breakfast-room of the New York Yacht Club and
gave me a message to ring up a certain number. The
Naval Attache was at the other end of the telephone,
and he asked me to meet him at a particular street
corner. When I arrived he handed me a telegram,
which ran as follows:
"To the Naval Attache at the Embassy. Captain
Rintelen is to be informed unobtrusively that he is
under instructions to return to Germany/
As Captain Rintelen recently informed me, his recall
came, about because the German Government on the
basis of the reports of their official representatives in
Washington were of the opinion that he was in the greatest
danger. At the beginning of August 1915, once again
with his Swiss passport, he embarked direct for Rotterdam
aboard a Dutch vessel.
Papen had telegraphed that Rintelen had left the
country.
This telegram was intercepted by the English. They
now knew that Rintelen must pass near England.
On Friday, the i3th August 1915, the Dutch boat with
Rintelen on board was searched by the British authorities
off the" English coast, and Rintelen, alias * B.I.2.', was
detained and later interned.
The chief of the British Secret Service, Admiral Sir
Reginald Hall, who later became *B.I.2V best friend,
said to him sarcastically a few days later :
c You fell into our hands through your Attache's care-
lessness ! *
Before Rintelen left America on the orders of his
superiors, he had dutifully handed over some of his plans
to Boy-Ed and von Papen. He believed that it would be
possible to pursue the methods introduced by himself which